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Mission Statement  

     4ÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ $ÅÎÉÓÏÎȟ 4ÅØÁÓȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÏÌÉÃ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 

and Anglican tradition, come together to worship, to learn, and to share the forgiveness, the 

blessings, and the sacraments of God through the real presence of Christ.   

     "Ù 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ, we will share our life as a family of faith, providing for the spiritual 

needs of our congregation, our community, and the world.  

Prayer for Guidance  

     Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on our Church, and so guide the minds of 

those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care 

for your people and equip us for our ministries through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

Introduction  

     3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÏÆ $ÁÌÌÁÓ, 

serves a committed group of communicants who seek to share 

the good news of Jesus Christ with the community in which we 

live.  Situated in Denison, Texas, sixty-five miles north of Dallas 

ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÒ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÓÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÄ 2ÉÖÅÒȟ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á 

compelling blend of big city accessibility with small town 

ÃÈÁÒÍȢ  3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ 

congregations in Grayson County.   

     Our worship is Eucharist centered with a high degree of 

involvement in the liturgy by the congregation.  We have a 

passion and desire for quality preaching and music.  We are a 

traditional parish steeped in the Anglo-Catholic tradition.   
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Worship Services 

     3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒs two services on Sunday.  Holy Eucharist Rite I is celebrated at 8:00 a.m. without 

music.  Holy Eucharist Rite II is celebrated at 10:30 a.m. ×ÉÔÈ ÍÕÓÉÃȢ  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ 

offered at 10:30 a.m. for our younger parish members.  Additionally, we offer a Holy Eucharist Rite 

II service at noon on Tuesday in our Chapel.  We reserve chanting and incense for Easter, Christmas 

and confirmations. 

 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÓÔ ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ Ôhe Church calendar.  For the season 

of Lent, ashes are imposed at a noon and evening service.  We will hold Tenebrae on the Wednesday 

before Maundy Thursday which is observed with the traditional stripping of the Altar, followed by 

the prayer vigil.  Good Friday services are offered at noon and in the evening.  Additionally, the 

Stations of the Cross are observed on Good Friday.  Christmas services include an afternoon choral 

family Eucharist service and an evening choral Eucharist service on Christmas Eve.   
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History  ÏÆ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

     The Missouri-Kansas-Rail Company (MKT) founded the town of Denison in 1872 where it quickly 

prospered.  The Denison Town Company, headed by former railroad officers, was formed to supervise the 

surveying and settlement of the town, which grew to almost 3,000 people within a few months.  Denison 

quickly became one of the most prosperous commercial centers of the region. 

     The Reverend Edwin Wickes, an Episcopal priest from Dallas Church of the Incarnation visited 

Denison about six months after the platting of the original street plans.  What the Reverend Mr. Wickes 

found was a bustling settlement in the process of replacing its tent-based city with permanent brick 

storefronts.  While in Denison, Mr. Wickes stayed with a former parishioner from Dallas, Mrs. Ellen 

Chilton, who persuaded him to offer the Holy Eucharist through a series of public worship services during 

Lent of 1873.  As these services were being held at a local gambling hall, the Episcopalians in Denison 

were soon motivated to find a parish for themselves. 

     The group selected offices known as the ñWardens of St. Luke Episcopal Churchò that received a grant 

of land from the Denison Land Company.  On May 7, 1873, these Wardens were given two town lots on 

the corner of Woodard and Fannin Streets.  Later, on November 27, 1873, these Wardens incorporated 

themselves with an article of association that created the parish as a legal entity under the civil statues of 

Texas.  The Wardens pledged as officers to serve the Christian community of Denison as a whole, while 

observing Anglican traditions in their own worship service. 

     The organization of St. Lukeôs Church occurred in 1873 without any contact with or support from a 

diocese.  Since the Bishop of the Diocese of Texas was located in Houston, he had little knowledge of 

events in the Denison, Sherman, or Dallas area.  The General Convention of 1874 in New York City 

remedied this.  It split the area away from the Diocese of Texas creating the Missionary District of North 

Texas under the direction of the Rite Reverend Alexander C. Garrett, who later served as the First Bishop 

of Dallas and the fourteenth Presiding Bishop of the National Church. 

     After elevation to a formal parish status and with the continuing growth of Denison, a cornerstone was 

laid for the new church in late 1875 by Bishop Garrett and consecrated on April 23, 1876.  There has been 

continued expansion and growth to the original sanctuary, which is still in use, with the addition of 

offices, Sunday school rooms, a chapel and meeting hall.  In 1896, St. Lukeôs joined with thirteen other 

parishes in the North Texas area to form the Diocese of Dallas. 

     The early decades of this century saw both Denison and St. Luke's stabilize in terms of growth. For the 

most part, the parish has had from 150 to 200 communicants on its rolls since the era of World War One 

to the present.  

      The modern history of St. Luke's dates from the respective tenures of Reverend David A. Jones and 

his successor, Reverend A. Harrison Lee faithfully serving the church and parish.  Their period  

       



- 5 - 
 

        History of St. Lukeôs Church continued 

as rectors runs from 1952 until 1970. During these years, the numbers of parishioners reached an all-time 

high for the parish while the church engaged in a wide variety of activities and ministries. Reverend Lee 

celebrated the Holy Eucharist during three services each Sunday, held a Morning Prayer service each day 

of the week, and offered an additional Holy Eucharist each Wednesday afternoon in the chapel at nearby 

Perrin Air Force Base.  

     Nonetheless, the 1970's and early 1980's became a difficult time for St. Luke's as Denison suffered 

several devastating economic reversals which can be attributed to the closing of Perrin Air Force base in 

1971 that removed several thousand jobs from the local economy, a drastic decline in domestic oil prices 

during the early 1980's and the closing of the railroad headquarters and major yard facilities in Denison. 

Like other churches in Denison, St. Luke's had parishioners whose employment was directly affected by 

these closings.  

     The arrival of Reverend Francis Raffalovich as Rector in 1983 marked a restoration of optimism in the 

parish. Under his leadership, St. Luke's experienced a spurt of growth. He retired in March 1988, leaving 

a parish that was greatly revitalized during his tenure as rector. The Reverend Calvin S. Girvin became 

the Rector of St. Luke's in 1989 and resigned as rector on May 18, 1997.  

     In the recent past, St Luke's has enjoyed and been challenged by a succession of leaders.  We suffered 

some financial hardships in the 1990's which have taken time from which to recover.  The Revs. Jim 

Young and David MacDonald served as rectors of St. Lukeôs before The Rev. Curt Norman was called to 

be rector in 2004. Rev Norman accepted a calling as an assistant rector in a very large parish in another 

state in the fall of 2009.  He and his young family were dearly loved at St Luke's where he served for five 

years and we were sorry to see them go.  We have subsequently been blessed with a wonderful interim 

priest Fr. Bob McBride who with his wife Ella has quickly merged with our parish. 
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Facilities  

     We are blessed with an extensive campus encompassing almost a complete city block which 

provides a variety of venues for our many activities and missions.  

     Built in various stages over the years, the original architecture has been preserved and is now 

protected by our designation as a State Historical building. 

      4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρψχπȭÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÒÅÍÏÄÅÌÅÄȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙȟ Á 

vesting room, and a chapel.  Our sanctuary is designed in Latin Cruciform style and contains many 

beautiful stained glass windows.  The main sanctuary was completely renovated in 2008-9 and is a 

startling example of the workmanship of the times completely preserved with the utilities (AC&R) 

updated to modern standards. The State Historical Marker placed outside our church, designates it 

as the oldest church building in continual use in Grayson County.  Hughes Hall, approximately 3,000 

square feet in size, houses an altar guild room, several classrooms, a nursery, and a restroom.  

Kohfeldt Hall, approximately 6,000 square feet, was added in 1985 and houses the parish hall (used 

ÂÙ 3ÁÉÎÔ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÓ Á ÌÕÎÃÈÒÏÏÍ ÏÎ ×ÅÅËÄÁÙÓɊ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ 

hallway provides access to our church offices, choir room, and another restroom.   There is a 

parking lot and memorial garden located on the east side of Kohfeldt Hall. That parking lot is 

common with our school which is a separate ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȢ  3ÁÉÎÔ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÁÓ 

oÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωςπȭÓȟ and served as a hospital.  The building was expanded to 12,100 square 

feet in 1998.  Across the street and to the north is a multi-purpose duplex which has served in the 

past as offices and as a residence for a youth minister.  There is also a single-family dwelling used as 

a gathering place for our Youth Group. 

      St Luke's occupies a wonderful place in the historic picture of Denison.  Only one block off the 

heart of the downtown center and Main Street, we are frequently visited by tourists and are a 

cherished part of the community.  Our corner of the brick street and sidewalk is lighted with street 

lanterns which reflect the history and elegance of the area and the flagstaff at our school is a 

constant reminder of our faith and tradition. 
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Parish Life  

     3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ is the heart of a parish that is welcoming and loving.  We pride ourselves 

on being warm, friendly, down to earth people who have joined for a common purpose to worship 

and grow.  We embrace a strong commitment to continue to expand our loving family of faith.  

There are a plethora of activities to keep all members involved in both outreach missions and in 

internal groups and events.  Much of our parish life centers on our school and its activities which 

are covered in detail in an alternate section of this profile. 

      3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ !ÄÕÌÔ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ρπȡσπ a.m. service.  During that 

service ×Å ÈÏÌÄ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÁÐÅÌ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ.  Children 

participate fully in reading and leading the chapel service.  

      The members of the 3ÔȢ -ÏÎÉÃÁȭÓ Altar Guild faithfully prepare our church and chapel for all 

worship services.  They ensure the altar and sacristy is set, and arrange for the flowers that 

decorate our altar.  

     The Daughters of the King are an active group that demonstrates a sense of community.  The 

group meets monthly.  They sponsor one of our weekly coffee hours each month and a Happy 

Birthday Jesus party every year. 

     Our choir  is an extraordinary group of volunteers who are growing in numbers and talent.  They 

sing at the 10:30 a.m. service and for special services and are accompanied by a paid organist. 

     The celebration of fellowship is an opportunity for involvement and participation by all.  Potluck 

dinners have been a longstandinÇ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ held every second Wednesday of 

the month.  In addition, there are small dinner groups that have been assembled so members can 

mingle on a smaller scale.   We have a Men's Group with an early morning service and breakfast 

once a month 

     Our Sunday greeters are always at the door at the 10:30 a.m. service to ensure that anyone who 

ÅÎÔÅÒÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ.   Our ushers and lay readers make an additional important 

contribution to the Sunday services.  And our altar is served by both adults and youth serving as 

acolytes and lay ministers. 
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Ministries  

      St. ,ÕËÅȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ responsibility to share the love of Christ with others.  There are 

ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

hospitality to those in need.   

     We feel that it is important for us to make an effort to know the needs of our community and to 

help to serve those needs.  3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ Á ÄÅÁÃÏÎ ÏÎ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ although 

we have recently lost Deacon Carol, hope to have a replacement assigned by the Diocese.    Our 

deacon has been a great help in interpreting needs and concerns within the community.  She 

encouraged and enabled members in the church to serve.  With her assistance, we have been 

equipped to reach out to the community to share the gospel.    By tradition  the Gospel is read by the 

deacon at our 10:30 a.m. service.  She worked directly with  3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 

the church. 

     Cursillo has been a popular renewal movement within St Lukes and we have had several 

members attend the weekend retreat.  The Cursillo weekend retreat has helped to renew and 

deepen our Christian commitment.   Many people have said Cursillo provides an important learning 

experience that causes them to feel like newly made Christians with a purpose and with support.  

We intend to continue to encourage participation in Cursillo. 

     The Beth Moore Bible Study for women is a group that gathers together once a week to discuss 

and share Christian principles.  It is an exciting group whose goal it is to help women develop 

spiritually and possess a greater understanding of 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄȢ 

     The ability to provide an enriching experience for our youth is a priority.  High School students 

meet once a week on Sunday and Jr. High kids meet once a week on Wednesdays.   Outreach for this 

group is imperative.  This past summer the group logged more than 400 hours in community 

volunteer time.  They have spent time with the Grayson County Shelter, the Boys and Girls Club, and 

Meals on Wheels.  We are concerned about continuing the vibrancy of this program as we have 

recently stepped from a paid full time youth minister to part time and volunteer services.   

     The Meals on Wheels program has been a longstanding outreach of our parish.  Once a week 

parishioners deliver meals to elderly shut-ins.  Our parish members are committed to serving the 

community and those in need.  

     -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ not only served locally within our own 

community, but have reached out to other communities in crisis.  

Members of these groups range in age from 13 to 65, and, during the 

past three years for example, have traveled and served on mission trips 

to Juarez, Mexico, Galveston, Texas, and Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 
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3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 

Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÅÔȱ 

     Our greatest effort ÉÎ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÉÓ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ 

been graciously blessed with the opportunity to serve our 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÒÉÚÅÄ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ  3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 

has been an active participant in this outward ministry for 50 

years.   Ours is a Christian based program that offers a 

challenging environment with many unique learning 

opportunities.  Our school is fully accredited by the 

Southwestern Association of Episcopal Schools and the State of 

Texas. 

The mission of St. Lukes School is to offer an exemplary academic program set in a warm loving 

Christian environment that encourages students to reach their full potential. 

     The school is financially independent and directed by a Board of Trustees who coordinates 

directly with our Vestry.  Currently, we have χπ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

offers a Pre-K 3 & 4 year olds through fifth grade.  This year we have expanded our program to 

include a Pre-K 2 program.  In addition to our regular school day beginning at 8:00 a.m. an after 

school program is offered till 6:00 p.m..  There are a variety of programs offered to our students 

such as art, karate, and tumbling.   Our student body is made of a wonderful mix of races and 

religions and national origins.     !Ô 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ School we embrace this diversity.  It is our goal to 

encourage growth and faith in the power of the Spirit . 

     /ÕÒ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÉÇÈÔȢ  Their education is all 

encompassing, in that, the academic, emotional, physical, and social needs are addressed.  

Academically, there is an immense amount of opportunity for individualized instruction according 

ÔÏ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ  /ÕÒ ratio of staff to students is never more than 12:1.  Our students 

continuously rank well above the required levels of state testing and are years ahead of the average 

student body when transferring elsewhere.  Love,  generosity, kindness and respect are highly 

valued qualities which our staff emulates to our students.  Spiritually, students attend chapel three 

mornings a week.  Worship is led by the rector once per week and the remaining chapel times are 

led by students or faculty.  Physically, children are challenged in organized P.E. times as well as after 

school programs such as tumbling and dance.  Socially, the students take part in volunteer efforts, 

eat lunch together in the church hall, and participate in programs throughout the year. 

     St. Luke's School Family Association is a tremendous support to the school and holds many 

activities for the students for fun, education and fund raising.  We are known in Denison for the 

Annual Mardi Gras extravaganza which is a large fundraising activity and parade.  There are  
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3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÏntinued 

 

other events such as "Texas night", Thanksgiving dinner, and Pigs with Pops breakfasts etc.  These 

events intrigue and engage our parents, teachers, students and community.  

     The original school building which is now a part of the church campus was built as a hospital and 

later remodeled.  It received a major addition in 1986.  St. Luke's School has been an integral part of 

the Texoma at this same location for over 50 continuous years.   

 

     

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


