If you are interested in Christian Baptism at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, please
contact the Rev. Curt Norman at (903) 465-2630 or curt.norman@gmail.com

Holy Baptism is especially appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of Pentecost, on All Saints’
Day or the Sunday after All Saints’ Day, and on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord (the First
Sunday after the Epiphany). It is recommended that, as far as possible, Baptisms be reserved for
these occasions or when a bishop is present. (Book of Common Prayer page 312)

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Luke’s — Denison, Texas

According to The Book of Common Prayer page 298:

Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the
Church. The bond which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble...

Each candidate for Holy Baptism is to be sponsored by one or more baptized persons.

Sponsors of adults and older children present their candidates and thereby signify their
endorsement of the candidates and their intention to support them by prayer and example
in their Christian life. Sponsors of infants, commonly called godparents, present their
candidates, make promises in their own names, and also take vows on behalf of their
candidates.

It is fitting that parents be included among the godparents of their own children. Parents
and godparents are to be instructed in the meaning of Baptism, in their duties to help the
new Christians grow in the knowledge and love of God, and in their responsibilities as
members of his Church.

Questions to be asked of Baptismal Candidates

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of
wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt
and destroy the creatures of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love
of God?

Answer I renounce them.



Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer I do.

The Baptismal Covenant

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant  WIill you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers ?
People I will, with God’s help.



Celebrant ~ WIill you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into
sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ WIill you proclaim by word and example the Good News of
God in Christ?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  WIill you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ WIll you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.



